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TAGS: PFOR, NATO, MNUC, GW 

SUBJECT: GERMAN PRESS AGENCY REPORTS POSTPONEMENT OF 
NPG MEETING 

1. THE GERMAN PRESS AGENCY (DPA) FILED A STORY THAT 
THE US HAD REQUESTED THE POSTPONEMENT OF THE NPG 
MEETING SCHEDULED TO BE HELD IN HAMBURG. THE STORY 
WAS PUBLISHED IN VARIOUS NEWSPAPERS ON NOVEMBER 11. 

THE FOLLOWING ACCOUNT FROM THE "FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE 
ZEITUNG" IS ONE OF THE FULLEST. 

BEGIN TEXT: 

NO MEETING OF NUCLEAR PLANNING GROUP 
BONN NOVEMBER 10 (DPA) 

ACCORDING TO THE DEUTSCHE PRESSE AGENTUR, THE MEETING 
OF NATO'S NUCLEAR PLANNING GROUP HAS BEEN CANCELLED. 

IT WAS SCHEDULED TO TAKE PLACE FROM NOVEMBER 19-21 
IN HAMBURG. THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT IS SAID TO HAVE 
MADE THE REQUEST FOR THE CANCELLATION. BECAUSE THE 
US SENATE STILL HAS TO CONFIRM THE NOMINATION, SECRETARY 
OF DEFENSE RUMSFELD WILL NOT HAVE OFFICIALLY ASSUMED 
OFFICE AT THAT TIME. THE MOST IMPORTANT ITEM ON THE 
NUCLEAR PLANNING GROUP AGENDA IS ALWAYS THE REPORT 
OF THE US SECRETARY OF DEFENSE ON THE STRATEGIC NUCLEAR 
SITUATION. IT WAS LEARNED THAT THE NEXT MEETING WILL 
PROBABLY NOT TAKE PLACE UNTIL NEXT SPRING, AND IN ANY 
CASE "BY NO MEANS" PRIOR TO THE FALL CONFERENCE OF 
NATO SCHEDULED FOR EARLY DECEMBER. END TEXT. 
HILLENBRAND 
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